
Thursday Connection 

2010 Fall Classes 

 

Classes for K through 12th grades 

Subjects include English, History, Math, Music, Science, Spanish and more 

 

Classes will be held on Thursdays 

August 19th-December 9th  

 

Register early, space is limited 

Registrations for current families will begin April 1st  

 New family registrations will be accepted beginning April 15th 

 

 



Acting 
 

 
Grades:   5-7 
Time:      9:00 
  

Instructor:  Jeni Lamm 
Managing Director, 
The WordPlayers 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $18 
Material Fees:       $2 
 
 
 
 
Minimum: 10 students 

In this course, the student will develop and explore the skills involved in acting, defined as 
communicating a story through believable behavior within a set of imaginary circumstances. 
Through creative dramatics, theatre games, and exercises, students will explore and expand 
their abilities in all areas of acting for the stage.  
   Specific Goals:  

• Develop confidence, spontaneity, sensitivity, and imagination through improvisational 
exercises. 

• Develop dynamic energy flow through relaxation and concentration. 
• Expand physical and vocal range, flexibility, creativity, and stamina. 
• Develop self-confidence, trust, and sensitivity to self and others through an interactive 

and cooperative work process. 

Acting 
 

 
Grades:    8-12 
Time:       10:00 
 

Instructor:  Jeni Lamm 
Managing Director, 
The WordPlayers 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $18 
Material Fees:       $2 
 
 
 
 
Minimum: 10 students 

In this course, the student will develop and explore the skills involved in acting, defined as 
communicating a story through believable behavior within a set of imaginary circumstances. 
The methods used will be games, exercises, monologues and dialogues.   

Specific Goals: 
·           Develop confidence, spontaneity, imagination and stimulate creative ability through 

improvisational exercises. 
·           Develop dynamic energy flow through relaxation and concentration. 
·           Expand physical and vocal range and flexibility. 
·           Develop self-confidence, trust, and sensitivity to self and others through an interactive 

and cooperative work process 

Advanced Biology 
 

Grades:   10-12 
Time:    1:30-3:30 
 
 
 
 
  

Instructor: Jodie Moore 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $40 
Material Fees:      $0 
 

Text: Fearfully and 
Wonderfully Made by 
Apologia & Anatomy 
coloring book (may be 
purchased from the 
teacher) 
 

Prerequisite: 
Successful completion 
of Biology 
 
Minimum: 5 students  

 
This course is an awesome adventure for the high school student on the journey toward 
understan-ding the human body as God created it.  It covers both the anatomy and the 
physiology of the human body’s 11 organ systems. Projects and reports will be given to aid the 
students in research skills. There are three types of labs for this course. The first is microscope 
labs where we will examine specimens from the human body. The second is dissection labs, 
where we will dissect three specimens -a cow’s eye, a cow’s heart and a fetal pig.  The third is 
coloring book exercises.  These will aid in the memor-ization required in this course.  It is not a 
juvenile coloring book.  It is the same coloring book required in many university Human 
Anatomy classes.  The text is organized into sixteen modules, each to be covered over a two-
week period. Tests will be given following each module. These will be a combin-ation of in class 
and take home tests. Take home tests should be monitored by the parent (not open-book). 
Students should expect to spend 3-4 hours per week on homework. The work load for this 
class is similar to Biology I.  Combined with Exploring Creation with Biology, this course gives 
the student the equivalent of a university biology course. In other words, these two courses 
together cover the entire "advanced placement" (AP) curriculum. Upon completion of this 
course students should be able to take a CLEP placement exam and earn college credit.   
Please note: the reproductive system is covered in detail, including frank (not pornographic) 
illustrations and descriptions. 
                                             



Advanced High 
School English 

  
Grades:   11-12 
Time:        1:30 
 
 

Instructor: Todd Speidell 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $25 
Material Fees:      $0 
 

Texts: Fyodor 
Dostoevsky, The 
Adolescent and The Idiot 
Flannery O’Connor, 
Collected Works  

 
This course is designed as an upper level English class for Juniors and Seniors who have 
successfully completed High School English A and are ready for challenging reading and 
writing assignments. Students will focus on composition and grammar while studying literature 
by reading Christian novelists Fyodor Dostoevsky and Flannery O’Connor (and writing 
research papers on these two writers).  Students who do well in this course should be ready 
for college! 
(Books are available used at MacKay’s or on Amazon—Dostoevsky’s works are available as 
Kindle editions.) 

Advanced Math 
 

Grades:   10-12 
Time:       11:00 
 
  
 
 

Instructor: Jodie Moore 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  

1-2 students $40 a 
month  
3-5 students $30 a 
month  
6+ students $20 

month   
Material Fees:    $0 
 
Textbook required:    

Saxon Advanced 
math 2nd edition. 
Optional but VERY 
helpful: solutions 

manual 
 
Prerequisite: 
Successful completion 
of Algebra 1 and 2 
 

This class is excellent preparation for the ACT and SAT as all the material on that test is 
covered in this text or has been covered in previous texts.  This class continues building on 
Algebra 2 skills going through trigonometry and pre-calculus.  It also finishes Geometry.     This 
can be taken either before or after a standalone geometry class.  Four – six lessons will be 
covered each week.  Daily assignments are to be graded at home and recorded on an 
assignment sheet to be shown to the teacher weekly.  Teacher will grade the quizzes and 
tests.  A test will be sent home weekly with very few exceptions.  These tests are to be 
completed without the use of the text.  Workload is approximately 1 hour per day.  A scientific 
calculator is required.  A graphing calculator would be helpful as there are several lessons on 
its use in the text, but they will be optional due to the expense.   This class is only one hour in 
duration because I expect that the students will already have a good grasp of the basic algebra 
concepts and we should have no trouble at all progressing through the material in one hour.  I 
also expect that any student wishing to take this level of mathematics should be interested in 
learning and therefore prepared when they come to class.  This allows much more time to be 
devoted to teaching and less to review of basic skills.  For those who are required to take 4 
years of math, this is the class that is needed to meet those requirements.   
 
Materials: scientific calculator, three ring binder, compass, protractor, notebook paper, four 
divider tabs. 

Algebra I  - Saxon 
 

     Grades:   9-10              
    (advanced 8th graders) 
     Time:   8:00-10:00 
 

Instructor:  Michelle 
Rosenbaum 

 
 Monthly Tuition: $30 
Materials fee:       $5 

 

Text: Saxon Algebra 1 
(4th Edition) and 
additional workbook 

We will be using the newest edition of the Saxon Algebra 1 book, which covers topics typically 
covered in an Algebra 1 class.  It does include some topics which the third edition did not cover 
at this level.  The format and order of the lessons has been changed to better enhance student 
learning at all levels.  We will utilize a mastery approach in an effort to truly grasp the topics as 
we progress throughout the year.  There are 120 lessons, so we will cover an average of 4 
lessons per week. There will be some take home tests (about 1 every 3 weeks) and quizzes. 
The teacher will grade the tests, quizzes, and selected problems, but the daily assignments 
are to be graded by the parent at home.  Mastery of algebra involves going back over missed 
problems and learning how to do them correctly.           
 



   Supplies: Scientific calculator, binder, 4 dividers, paper & graph paper 



 

 

Algebra I - Jacobs 
 

     Grades:   9-10              
     (advanced 8th graders) 
     Time:   10:00-12:00 
 

Instructor:  Michelle 
Rosenbaum 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $30 
Materials fee:        $5 

 
 
Text: Elementary 
Algebra by Harold 
Jacobs 

In this class, we will cover topics typically covered in an Algebra 1 course.  The author of the 
book uses a traditional approach and strongly emphasizes the current topic in the homework 
assignments and includes review of previously covered concepts.  Students will be 
encouraged to master the material in an effort to lay a solid foundation for future math courses.  
We will cover an average of 4 lessons per week. There will be some take home tests (about 1 
every 3 weeks) and quizzes. The teacher will grade the tests, quizzes, and selected problems, 
but the daily assignments are to be graded by the parent at home.  Mastery of algebra involves 
going back over missed problems and learning how to do them correctly.  
Supplies: Scientific calculator, binder, 4 dividers, paper & graph paper 

Algebra II - Saxon 
 

     Grades:   10-12 
     Time:     12:00-2:30     
       (includes 30 minute  
        break) 
 

Instructor:  Michelle 
Rosenbaum 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $30 
Materials fee:        $5 
 
Text: Saxon Algebra 
2 (4th Edition) and an 
additional workbook 
 

We will be using the newest edition of the Saxon Algebra 2 book. This course covers typical 
Algebra 2 topics and includes a strong focus on advanced math topics. There are 120 lessons, 
so we will cover an average of 4 lessons per week. There will be some take home tests (about 
1 every 3 weeks) and quizzes. The teacher will grade the tests, quizzes, and select problems, 
but the daily assignments are to be graded by the parent at home. A mastery approach is 
utilized. This involves having the student go back over missed problems and reworking them to 
do them correctly. 
 
Supplies: Scientific calculator, binder, 4 dividers, paper & graph paper 

American 
Foundations 
 

Grades:    5-8 
Time:      11:00 
 
  

Instructor:  Cheryl 
Blanchard 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fees:       $7 
 

Text: We the People: 
The Citizen and the 
Constitution 

elementary edition # 
00-89818-169-0. Order 
from the Center for 
Civics Education1-
800-350-4223 or 

www.civiced.org.   

 
This class will cover the basics of a traditional social studies/civics class. It is a foundational 
class for high school Government/Economics. We will learn about types of governments and 
compare them to our American democracy, learn about the constitution and bill of rights and 
essential elements of citizenship. Some basic U. S. geography will be covered in this section.  
Then we will have an introduction to economics learning about such terms as supply and 
demand and competition then understand the differences between communism and free 
enterprise. This is not just a textbook course but will use several class activities throughout the 
year so students can gain a firsthand understanding of these concepts and how our 
government and economy affect their everyday lives. A small amount of reading will be done at 
home and during class, we will discuss the reading and do class activities. 
Requirements: A 1" 3 ring binder, notebook paper and the text which the teacher will order. 

American Girl 
 

Grades:    3-6 
Time:       1:30 
  

Instructor:  Laura Croft 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fees:       $20 
 
 

 

Overview of American History! Explore American History, art, literature, music and cooking 
thru the eyes of the American Girl. Approximately 4-6 weeks will be devoted to each time 
period/girl. A list of optional home projects will be provided and students will have to 
opportunity to share these in class. List of books students will need to purchase will be 
provided at orientation. 

 



American Pride 
 

Grades:    K-3 
Time:       1:30 
 
  

Instructor:  Penelope 
Whaley   

 
 

Monthly Tuition:   $18 
Material Fees:        $0 
 

Introduction to American History covering; American symbols - flag, national anthem, flag 
rules, Mount Rushmore, the Liberty Bell, Statue of Liberty, American Bald Eagles.  We will take 
a pretend walking tour through Washington, DC covering; city itself, White House, Lincoln 
Memorial, Washington Monument, National Mall, Museum Alley, US Capitol, Supreme Court 
Building, Jefferson Memorial, Bureau of Engraving, Arlington National Cemetery, Pentagon, 
Union Station, Tomb of Unknown Soldier.  We will cover American Legends; John Henry, Paul 
Bunyan, Pecos Bill and Slue Foot Sue, Casey Jones, Johnny Appleseed.  Moving on to 
Famous Americans; George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Boone 
and Davy Crockett, and more!  

American 
Tragedies 
 

Grades:     7-12 
Time:         9:00 
 
  

Instructor: Gene Akers 

 
Monthly Tuition:     
$15 
Material Fees:         
$10 
 
 

In this course we will study and discuss many of the monumental tragedies that have befallen 
our nation in its brief history.  Such calamities as the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the horrible sufferings of the Donner party in the Sierra 
Nevadas, the Titanic, the San Francisco earthquake and our losses on 9/11 will be explored.  
We will look at how these events impacted our nation, how we responded and overcame them 
and prepared never to permit them to recur. This course is offered for grades 7-12 and high 
school elective credit can be earned. Participation in class discussions, quizzes and homework 
will determine grades. 

Art  History 
 
     Grades:      9-12 
     Time:         12:00 

      
Instructor:  Joan Smith 
 

 
Monthly Tuition: $20 

Material Fees: $5 
 
 
 

Text: Discovering Art 
History, 3rd edition 
 

 The goal of this class is to enhance the intellectual, aesthetic and spiritual dimensions of the 
student’s experience in discovering the communicative power of art.  We will study art 
appreciation techniques, while connecting the art to the science, history, and social customs of 
the particular time and place.  The emphasis will be on Western art of the Americas and 
Europe, but the influence of other parts of the world will be introduced.  Students will also learn 
about the symbols used in Christian art.  The class is designed to satisfy the fine art 
requirement for high school, so students will spend approximately 30 to 45 minutes per day on 
homework.  The text is available used on Amazon.com for less than $5. 

Art with Margaret 
 

     Grades:      K-3 
     Time:      8:00-9:30 

 

     Grades:      4-6 
     Time:     10:00-12:00 

 
 
 

Instructor:  Margaret 
Migas 
 

 
Monthly Tuition:  
    K-3          $40   
    4-6           $42 
  
Material Fees: $0 
 
 
 
 
 
Minimum: 8 students 
 
 

Art with Margaret teaches art history, art vocabulary, and analytical and artistic skills 
using a variety of media and techniques.  Students learn about other cultures, the lives 

of master artists, and the techniques they used to produce famous works of art.  Each 
class then has a hands-on project which engages each student’s own creativity in 
that master artist’s style.  These classes will always have a different curriculum offered 
each semester.  Art with Margaret builds confidence and knowledge of the arts, 
bringing the associated self-esteem to students as they learn the basics of drawing 

and painting techniques.  
Monthly tuition includes instruction and all materials.  Most every artwork created by 
the student is matted with information on the back summarizing what was studied.  A 
typical materials list provided for each semester includes: 

� Drawing & Painting Supplies 

o Permanent and water based markers 



o Pencils:  Drawing, charcoal, pastel, Berol, Conte’ pastel and watercolor  
o Crayons, Construction crayons 
o  Paints  

� A variety of sable paintbrushes 
� Oil pastels 
� Water soluble oil pastels 
� Soft pastels 
� Prang semi-moist watercolors 

� Watercolor mixing trays 
� Acrylic paint 
� Tempera paint 

o Strathmore #140 watercolor paper 
o Colored art papers, art boards, poster board 

� Gold-silver-white clay scratch boards 
� Clay 
� Ceramic clay glazes 
� Printmaking Supplies 

o Materials for gyotaku (Japanese fish printing) 

o Printing inks 
o Japanese rice paper 
o    Brayers 

� Miscellaneous 
o Art towel and art apron 
o Pose-able wooden manikins 

o Rulers, sea sponge, glue sticks, Elmer’s glue, art erasers, exacta knives 
o Rubbing plates 

Materials are constantly replaced as they are used and there are many more not 
listed here. Please visit my website for a sampling of student artworks from past 
classes:   
                                  http://picasaweb.google.com/artsea1946/Desktop# 
                                                     Art is a desire not a gift! 
 

 



Astronomy with 
Apologetics 
 
    Grades:    4-6 
    Time:       3:30 
 
Instructor:  Robin Beebe 
 
Minimum:      7 students 
Maximum:   20 students   

 

Monthly Tuition:   $18 

Materials fee:        $20 

 

Text Needed for Class 

– Apologia Young 

Explorer Series - 

Exploring Creation 

through Astronomy  by 

Jeannie K. Fulbright 

Learn astronomy through the filter of scripture.  Learn astronomy terms, planet facts, what 

it’s like to be an astronaut, the history of space exploration, view a Diet Coke explosion, and 

participate in a live rocket launch!  We will use dry ice to study the polar ice caps, and the 

deadly effects of poisonous gasses.  We will build a “to-scale” model of the Solar System.  

Students will learn how radar works in a hands-on experiment and build a layered model of 

the Earth.  This hands-on class will be fun and informative as we begin to see the incredible 

vastness of God’s creation!  Class will end with a SPACE party, and we will sample 

astronaut food!  All 4rd – 6th Graders will be asked to do a class presentation with at least one 

visual aid.  



 

Becoming 
 
     Grades: 7-12 (girls 
only) 
     Time:     2:30 
 

 
Monthly Tuition:    $15  
Material Fees:        $12 
 
 
Minimum: 10 students 

 
Our time together in Becoming will challenge and encourage young ladies in their walk with 
the Lord and inspire them towards Biblical womanhood. We will search the scriptures to see 
what God intended for us from the beginning. In a world where young girls are told who they 
are by peers, media and movies, this study will take time to reflect on who GOD SAYS THEY 
ARE and the freedom that comes in living a life for Him and recognizing who He has created 

BAND BASICS: 
Brass Instruments  
Group Lesson 
 
     Grades:    5-12 
     Time:        8:00 
 
Instructor: Amy 
Kornegay 
  

 

Monthly Tuition:   $20 

Materials Fee:       $20 

(includes band method 

book Standard of 

Excellence) 

 

Maximum: 6 students 

This class is for students who wish to learn to play the trumpet, trombone, or baritone in a 
small group setting.  No previous music experience is necessary.  Students will learn basic 
music notation and theory, proper playing position, breath control, articulation, fingerings, 
and correct posture.  Rental/Purchase of instrument, cleaning kit, and folding music stand 
are required.  Beginning Band method book is included in the materials fee.  At least 30 
minutes a day of practice at home will be necessary to improve on the instrument.  **A 
packet of information is available from Mrs. Kornegay with information on selecting the right 
instrument, where to rent, the Knoxville Christian Youth Band, and other important 
information. *Contact Mrs. Kornegay for more information before enrolling in this class.* 
amykornegay@yahoo.com    

BAND BASICS: 
Percussion Instruments 
Group Lesson 
 
     Grades:    5-12 
     Time:        9:00 
 
Instructor: Amy 
Kornegay 
 

 

Monthly Tuition:   $20 

Materials Fee:      $20 

(includes band method 

book Standard of 

Excellence) 

Maximum: 6 students 

                                                                                                                                              
This class is for students who wish to learn to play the snare drum and orchestra bells in a 
group setting.  No previous music experience is necessary.  Students will learn basic music 
notation and theory, proper playing position, stickings, and posture. Rental/ Purchase of a 
drum kit, a bell kit, and folding music stand are required.  Beginning Band method book is 
included in the materials fee.  At least 30 minutes a day of practice at home will be 
necessary to improve on the instrument.  **A packet of information is available from Mrs. 
Kornegay with information on selecting the right instrument, where to rent, the Knoxville 
Christian Youth Band, and other important information. *Contact Mrs. Kornegay for more 
information before enrolling in this class.* amykornegay@yahoo.com    

BAND BASICS: 
Woodwind Instruments  
Group Lesson 
 
Grades:      5-12 
Time:         10:00 
 
 
Instructor: Amy Kornegay 

 

Monthly Tuition:  $20 

Materials Fee:      $20 

(includes band method 

book Standard of 

Excellence) 

 

Maximum: 6 students 

 
This class is for students who wish to learn to play the clarinet or saxophone in a small group 
setting.  No previous music experience is necessary.  Students will learn basic music 
notation and theory, proper playing position, breath control, articulation, fingerings, and 
correct posture.  Rental/Purchase of instrument, cleaning kit, and folding music stand are 
required.  Beginning Band method book is included in the materials fee.  At least 30 minutes 
a day of practice at home will be necessary to improve on the instrument.  **A packet of 
information is available from Mrs. Kornegay with information on selecting the right 
instrument, where to rent, the Knoxville Christian Youth Band, and other important 
information. *Contact Mrs. Kornegay for more information before enrolling in this class.* 
amykornegay@yahoo.com    
 



Instructor: Tracie Ancelet 
 

them to be.    

Beginning Science 
 

     Grades:    K-3 
     Time:       9:00 
 
 

Instructor: Ginger 
Bethmann 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material Fees:      $10 
 

 

This is a hands-on science class.  We accomplish this with experiments and activities in the 
classroom.  I will also send home activities and/or handouts that will enable you to go further 
with the subject matter.  My goal is to make it fun but have the children really know the 
material when we finish a unit.  I will cover units such as animal kingdom, vertebrates and 
invertebrates-insects, bees, ants, etc., weather stations, nutrition, magnets, as time allows. 

The Bible and 
Christian History 
 
 

Grades:   2-5 
Time:     2:30 
 
 
  

Instructor: Kerry Osborne 

 
Monthly Tuition: $15 
Material Fees:     $15 
 
 

 
Who wrote the books of the Bible? What archaeological evidence exists from Biblical times? 
What prophecies and events in the Old Testament point to Jesus’ coming in the New 
Testament?  Who were the reformers who influenced the Christian faith and what happened 
to them? How did all the different protestant denominations come to exist? We’ll trace the 
fascinating history of the Bible, examining it as a whole and in the context of the ancient 
world in which it was written. We’ll also explore how Christianity influenced art, music, politics 
and even architecture from the early church and into the modern era. Have fun and at the 
same time expand your knowledge of the people, places and events that Christianity has 
impacted! 
 

 

The Bible and 
Christian Theology 
 

Grades:  9-12 
Time:     11:00 
 
 
  

Instructor: Todd Speidell 

Monthly Tuition:  $25 
Material Fees:      $0 
 

Texts: The Holy Bible 
(NIV recommended); 
Speidell, Confessions of 

a Lapsed Skeptic: 

Acknowledging the 

Mystery and Manner of 

God Stein and Taylor, 
In Christ All Things Hold 

Together; Torrance, A 

Passion for Christ  

 
The Bible is God’s Word given to us in the context of human history and language.  This 
course will study God’s Word as an historical-literary document in accordance with standard 
canons of interpretation.  Furthermore, and most importantly, the Bible is a theological 
document, recording and testifying to God’s acts and words in our world.  As such, this 
course will emphasize a theological reading of Scripture, especially hearing its witness to 
God’s word and work in Jesus Christ for us and for our salvation.  Assignments will focus on 
careful reading, disciplined writing, and theological interpretation of Scripture. 
 
(The Speidell, Stein and Taylor, and Torrance texts may be ordered online at a discount via 

www.wipfandstock.com ) 

 

Biology 
 
       Grades:    9-12 
       Time:     8:00-10:00 

 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $40 
Material Fees:      $0 

 

This course is a college prep course and is designed to be the first laboratory science course 
for the high school student.  Material covered in this class includes the five kingdoms, with 
special emphasis on plants and animals, genetics, classification techniques, ecosystems, 
and cell structure.  Labs include work with microscopes and dissection of four different 
specimens.  Heavy emphasis on vocabulary terms.  Material covered in class will be from 



  
Instructor: Jodie Moore 

Text: Exploring Creation 
Through Biology 2nd 
edition by Apologia 
 
 
Minimum: 5 students 
 
 

several sources to cover the standards required for an AP level Biology course.  Labs will be 
completed though they may not be the labs in the text.  The work in this course is designed 
to help the student learn not only the basic Biology knowledge but also the basics of a 
science lab.  This includes use of equipment and reasoning skills.    Tests will be given at 
appropriate intervals including a midterm and a final..  These will be a combination of in class 
tests and take home tests.  Take home tests should be monitored by the parent and no book 
should be used.  Students should except to spend 3-4 hours per week on homework.  
Materials: three ring binder, notebook paper, 5 divider tabs, colored pencils 

Boys To Men 
 
Grades:   7-12 
Time:       2:30 

 
Instructor: Jacob Stock 

 
 

Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fees:      $12 
 
 

 This Course is designed to implore boys to be men in the context of spiritual growth.  We will 
discuss Biblical Manhood, and delve deep into the realm of the spiritual disciplines.  Bible 
Intake, Prayer, Worship, Stewardship, Silence and Solitude, Journaling and many more.  
Topics to be explored in practical real life implementation.  Discussions of the various list of 
disciplines and their power.  
Enrichment only, but there will be challenges and a paper to write.  Challenges will be shared 
with the homeschooling parent and they can decide what to assign as homework.  

Bugs, Bears and 
Bookaroos 
 

Grades:   K-2 
Time:      11:30 
 

Instructor:  Penny Harris 

 
 

Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fees:       $12 
 
 
Minimum: 10 students 

In this class we will be enjoying all kinds of books.  We will read books about bugs, bears, 
friends, and fairy tales…With a different book each week; we will get to explore it all! Based 
on the idea of “Five-In-A-Row”, we will be doing different activities to go along with the book 
we are reading.  One week we might be cooking up some Stone Soup and another, we may 
be making felt pieces to retell our story at home. This is a hands-on class, which does not 
require a certain reading level.   This is a great class to get your child really excited about 
books and for them to realize reading is fun!   If your child has taken my literature class 
before, I would love for them to take it again.  We will be doing all new books! 

 

Chemistry 
 
     Grades:    9-12 
     Time:     8:00-10:00 

 
Instructor:  Niki Denton 
 

Monthly Tuition:     $30 
Material Fees:         $20 

 

Textbook required:   
Exploring Creation with 
Chemistry, Second 
Edition, Apologia; 
Matching solutions 
manual for parents 
(optional). 

 
This class is intended to prepare students for college level chemistry courses.  Although 
chemistry can be challenging, we will cover the concepts of general chemistry in a fun, exciting 
environment.  Class will be divided between lecture and laboratory experiments.  A detailed 
course schedule will be distributed at the beginning of the semester.  Homework will be both 
textbook and laboratory experiments to be performed using regular “kitchen chemicals.”   Tests 
will be given and proctored at home by the parents, but will be graded by the instructor 
This course is a prerequisite to the Advanced Chemistry course.  This course requires Algebra 
as a prerequisite. 

Choir 
 

Grades:   6-12 
Time:       1:30 
 
 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:   $20 
Material Fees:       $20 

 

 

 
Purpose: 
-To give students the opportunity to experience the fun, joy, and fulfillment of participating in a 
choral ensemble! 
-To expand the students musical knowledge, including singing, repertoire, reading music, and 
general musicality (including basic theory and ear training). 



 
 
  

Instructor: Emily McCoy 
 
 
 
Minimum: 16 students, 
including 4 boys 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Overview: 
- Students will learn the basics of healthy singing, including proper breathing, technique, etc. 
- Students will learn the foundations of ensemble singing, to include unison, homophonic, and 
polyphonic textures; attention to timbre, texture, melody, harmony, rhythm, dynamics, and 
form; listening to different voice parts; and blending as an ensemble. 
- We will focus on preparation of music, to include reading, listening (identifying melody, 
harmony, and rhythm), interpretation of music and text (including tempo, dynamics, etc.) and 
memorization. 
- The choir will listen to and learn a variety of music, to include classical, sacred, contemporary 
worship/gospel, and non-sacred popular music, in order to expand the musical experience of 
the students.    
          

Composition I 
 
     Grades:  Adv 6th-8             
     Time:       1:30 
 
 
Instructor:  Debbie 
Oyler 

 
Monthly Tuition:    $20 
Materials fee:         $3 

Text: grammar text will 

be chosen before the 

summer and students 
will be contacted. 

 
This course is a prerequisite to Mrs. Schenk’s Comp. 2 class.  Students will need to be able 
to independently write a paragraph in correct form, write with understanding of the 6+1 
writing traits, display skills in writing narrative, expository, persuasive essays, as well 
as display some use of literary devices in writing.  Students in Comp I will be exploring the 
essential elements of composition writing using a five paragraph format.  These elements 
include grammar, punctuation, spelling, form, style, voice, and others with emphasis on the 
traditional essay format.  Weekly writing and grammar assignments will be completed at home.  
Literature will be added in the second semester. 
 

 

 

 

Composition II 
 
     Grades:   Adv 7-9             
     Time:       1:30 
 
Instructor:  Maureen 
Schenk 

 
Monthly Tuition:    $25 
Materials fee:         $0 
 
Text: Prentice Hall 

Reference Guide to 

Grammar and Usage. 4th 

edition or later 

 
This is a traditional English class for the 8th grade student or the advanced 7th grade student. 
It is highly recommended that students take the Introduction to Composition I prior to this 
course. Students entering this class should have a working knowledge of the five paragraph 
essay format, thesis statements, and the inclusion of relevant details in a variety of methods. 
Students will read from a selection of literature including Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, 
Dickens’ Tale of Two Cities and others chosen with student input. The workload will vary with 
the reading level of each student; however, students should plan on 3-5 hours per week of 
homework. 
All students must have teacher recommendation or submit a writing sample before 
registration. 
 



Computer  
Keyboarding 
 
     Grades:    4-6       
     Time:      12:30 
     Grades:    6-8        
     Time:      11:00 
      
 
 
Instructor:  Penelope 
Whaley  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $18 
Materials fee:       $0 
 
Text: TBD 
 
 
Minimum: 10 students 

 
Since we live in a world of computers, it is essential today that students have the ability to use 
the computer keyboard quickly and accurately; therefore, there is a great need for the 
teaching of the proper use of the keyboard. This introductory keyboarding/typewriting class is 
designed for students with little or no previous typewriting or keyboarding instruction. 
Students will learn correct keyboarding techniques in order to master the keyboard on the 
computer by touch. The “hunt and peck” (looking at the keys) method will be replaced by the 
“touch type” method (without looking at the keys). Students trained in this system of 
keyboarding typically produce words on the keyboard at a much faster rate than other 
students that utilize the “hunt and peck” method. It is important to master the process of touch 
typing at an early age so that bad habits are avoided. During the fall semester, students will 
learn how to properly use the letter keys and number keys and to type simple sentences and 
paragraphs. During the spring semester, students will use their typewriting skills to prepare 
documents using proper formatting, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, layout and 
design, and content. This will be a fun and functional class. Typewriting is really like a sport! 
Just like any athletic pursuit, typewriting is a skill that emphasizes speed and accuracy; just 
like physical fitness, it gets better with practice. There will be daily practice, routine timed 
writings, skill evaluation exercises, and typewriting competitions in this class. Homework will 
be assigned. 
Requirements:  A laptop computer is a requirement for this course. It must be brought to class 
every week with a fully charged battery. It is recommended that the computer be equipped 
with Windows Vista and Office 2007. A flash drive (jump drive) is also required. 
 



 

Computer  
Keyboarding 
 
      
     Grades:   9-12      
     Time:      10:00 
 
 
Instructor:  Penelope 
Whaley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $18 
Materials fee:        $5 
 
Text: TBD 
 
 
Minimum: 10 students 

Since we live in a world of computers, it is essential today that students have the ability to use 
the computer keyboard quickly and accurately; therefore, there is a great need for the 
teaching of the proper use of the keyboard.   This introductory keyboarding/typewriting class 
for high school students is designed for students with little or no previous typewriting or 
keyboarding instruction. Students will learn correct keyboarding techniques in order to master 
the keyboard on the computer by touch. The “hunt and peck” (looking at the keys) method will 
be replaced by the “touch type” method (without looking at the keys). Students trained in this 
system of keyboarding typically produce words on the keyboard at a much faster rate than 
other students that utilize the “hunt and peck” method. It is important to correct any bad 
typewriting habits students may have already acquired. During the fall semester, students will 
learn how to properly use the letter keys and number keys and to type sentences, 
paragraphs, and documents. 
During the spring semester, students will use their typewriting skills to prepare more complex 
documents such as personal correspondence, simple business materials, resumes, cover 
letters, and other “mail able” business and academic documents. The students will use proper 
formatting, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, layout and design, and content. 
This will be a fun and functional class. Typewriting is really like a sport! Just like any athletic 
pursuit, typewriting is a skill that emphasizes speed and accuracy; just like physical fitness, it 
gets better with practice. There will be daily practice, routine timed writings, skill evaluation 
exercises, and typing competitions in this class. Homework will be assigned.  
Requirements:  A laptop computer is a requirement for this course. It must be brought to 
class every week with a fully charged battery. It is recommended that the computer be 
equipped with Windows Vista and Office 2007. A flash drive (jump drive) is also required. 

 

Cooking for Kids 
 
       Grades:       4-8 
       Times: 

 Boys:      1:30 
 Girls:     10:00 
 
 
  

Instructor: Margaret 
Manneschmidt 
 
 
 
Minimum: 5 students 

 
 
 
Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fees:       $25 

 

 
Two gender 
separated classes for 

4th-8th graders that 
will cover the same 
content.  
 
 
 

First Semester: Cooking basics aimed at getting the youngsters comfortable in the kitchen. 
Students will work in groups of 3 or 4 to prepare a dish, providing 2-3 different dishes to 
sample each week. Knife, oven, and microwave safety are emphasized. By the end of the 
semester, some youngsters will be able to prepare a meal on their own while all should 
improve as kitchen helpers. Nutrition and meal planning content included. 
Second Semester: The awesome variety of ways God gives to man to meet nutritional needs 
in different cultures will be the theme. We will make dishes from a different country or culture 
each week. We will learn or review geography while continuing to practice and develop 
cooking skills. 
Note: I anticipate only about a 25% change in the countries covered. Most class content will 
be the same as this past year.   
Homework: No written work. Because class time will be limited, I may sometimes ask you to 
view a YouTube link or provide other information via email to read with your child before 
class. This will keep you informed as to what is being covered in class and hopefully make the 
class run more efficiently allowing more time to be devoted to “doing.          



 

Disease Detectives 
(1st semester only) 
 

Grades:    5-8 
Time:      11:00 
 

Instructor: Meryl van der 
Merwe 

 
Monthly Tuition:    $15 
Material Fee:          $12 
 
 
 

Through simulations and role-playing games, students will learn to be ‘disease detectives’. 
They will develop critical thinking skills while playing the role of public health officials who 
must track down the source of an illness. Working in teams they will research and investigate 
the cause of a disease and how it spreads. Games will sometimes be ‘on paper’ and 
sometimes on computer and will create a fun environment to learn about epidemiology. This 
is a one semester class and will be replaced by Can you Find your Way Around? in the 
second semester. 

Dissection 
Enthusiast 
 

     Grades:      6-8 
     Time:      2:30-4:30 

 

Instructor:  Niki Denton 
 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $30 
Material Fees:       $35 
(includes 10 organisms) 
 
Minimum: 8 students 
 

 
This will be an academic course on dissection.  We will dissect organisms from Kingdoms 
Plantae, Fungi and Animalia. Students will participate in discussions, dissection labs, and 
practicals (tests on dissections).  Students will be expected to complete some work at home 
(don't worry mom – the organisms will all stay here!).  (Organisms to be dissected: flowers, 
mushrooms (grown from a kit), sea anenome, sponge, sea urchin/ sea cucumber, sand 
worms, horse shoe crab, grasshopper or scorpion, dogfish shark, frog, and fetal pig) 

Drawing 
 

     Grades:    6-8 
     Time:    12:30-2:30 
 

     Grades:    9-12 
     Time:    2:30-4:30 
 

Instructor: Douglas 
Kimball 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $35 
Material Fees:        $0 
Students will be 
required to purchase 
supplies totaling about 
$60-$70 which will last 
for the whole year.  A 
list will be supplied on 
the first day of class.  
 
Minimum: 5 students 
 

 
This is a drawing course designed specifically for high school and middle school students. It is 
a “hands-on” course in how to draw and appreciate drawings. Its main purpose is to open up 
the world of drawing to those who don’t believe they can draw, those who already love it and 
everyone in between. The exercises in this course are designed to teach basic concepts: 
space, composition, media and design. They will help lead the student in how to observe and 
translate the world around them. Students will have an opportunity to try a variety of drawing 
mediums and be encouraged to use their imaginations and express their own personalities. 
They will not only develop skills that are foundational for all other visual arts, but become an 
appreciative and knowledgeable art audience. 

Earth Odyssey  
 

       Grades:   3-5 
       Time:      9:00   
 

        Grades:   6-8 
        Time:      8:00  

 

 
Instructor:  Penelope 
Whaley 

 
 
Monthly tuition:   $18 
Materials Fee:      $0 

 
We will start by learning basic geographical land formations, longitude and latitude, types of 
maps and map skills.  Then we will spend a little time learning about each of the continents; 
population, climate, culture, etc. We will take a look at our oceans; spending a little time on 
each of the ocean zones - epipelagic zone, mesopelagic zone, bathypelagic zone and 
abyssal zone.  We move on to weather as it impacts our land formations discussing causes of 
our weather.  We will touch briefly on weather safety and what to do in different situations.  
We will close with a study of rocks looking at the types of rocks and minerals, interior of the 
earth, testing rocks, fossil formation, and the rock cycle.  Let's go on a fascinating earth 
odyssey.   
 



 

Exploring Creation 
    

   Grades:    K-3   
  Time:        3:30 

  
   Grades:    3-6 
   Time:       2:30 
 
Instructor:  Lisa Haskell 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Materials fee:       $20 

Textbook: Exploring Creation:  Swimming Creatures of the Fifth Day by Jeannie 
Fulbright. Textbook is optional.  Welcome to the wonderful world of underwater creatures!  We 
will journey through the oceans and streams of the world to discover fascinating creatures!  
Topics covered include:  ocean currents, tides, fresh and salt water creatures, the abyss, the 
continental shelf, spawning, life cycles, migration, dolphins, giant squids, echolocation, 
crustaceans, whales, aquatic dinosaurs, sharks, sea stars, and a myriad of other marine life!  In 
class projects include the following:  “Ocean box dioramas,” “Sea life” nature journals, shell art, 
clay sea animals, paper mache creatures, real aquatic life experiments, aquatic crayon resists, 
fish mobiles, and lots more!  We will even have a seafood feast in class!  Ijams Nature Center 
will visit as they debut their brand new Aquatic Creatures program! We will venture out for two 
field trips to Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies where we will have specially scheduled 
activities just for our class!! And at a discount!.  These will not be on a Thursday. 

Exploring the Civil 
War 

 

Grades:  7-12 
Time:     10:00 
  

Instructor: Gene Akers 

 
 
Monthly Tuition: $15 
Material Fees:     $10 
 
 

Rather than studying the Civil War from its beginning to the end, we will look at numerous 
interesting aspects of the war.  We will look at slavery before and after the war and why the war 
is still such a big part of our Southern life.  We will look at some of the weapons used in the war 
and have exhibits of them.   Our studies will include the heroes and the fools who swam 
through the turbulent eddies of the war and we will probe the reasons these men could line up, 
shoulder to shoulder, and march into withering barrages of gunfire which they could not hope to 
survive.  The roles of women as spies and saboteurs will also be examined.  This course is 
offered for grades 7-12 and high school elective credit can be earned.  Participation in class 
discussions, quizzes and homework will determine grades. 

Fencing 
 

   Grades: 5-12 (age 11+)  
    Time:       8:00 

 

Instructor:  John Farmer 

 
Monthly Tuition: $40 
Material Fees: $15 or 
$36 
 

Introduction to the sport of fencing.  Students will learn the basic skills used in the sport including 
footwork, use of the foil, rules and conventions, and physical conditioning.  They will also learn some 
of the history of the sport.  Students should wear appropriate gym wear including long pants.  Basic 
fencing protective equipment (Jackets & Masks) will be provided for use during class.  Students will 
purchase either a fencing glove ($15) or a fencing glove and practice foil ($36).  Students will be 
measured for gloves during the first 2 sessions. 

Financial Peace 
 

Grades:  9-12 
Time:      2:30 
  

Instructor:  Laura Croft 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material Fees:      $5 
 
 

The goal of this class is to empower students to make sound financial decisions for life. Class 
time will include watching Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University followed by discussion 
and activities.  Classes on “Paying for College”  “ Personal Banking” and “How to survive a Job 
Interview” are planned as well. Corresponding DVD workbook has been discontinued, but is not 
necessary. Enrichment class 

Forensic Science 
w/Lab 

 
Grades:    9-12 
Time:    2:30-4:30 
 

 
Monthly Tuition: $36 
Material Fees:     $20 
 
*8TH grade students 
may take class with 

This course was developed with the assistance of Murdock University, Australia and Art 
Bohanan, long time friend and colleague of Dr. Bill Bass. Mr. Bohanan helped to develop the 
famous National Forensic Academy at the UT and many of the course activities are identical to 
those at the academy. Forensic topics are covered in this course include: Crime scene 
processing and investigating, evidence analysis, Anthropology and Forensic psychology. 
Current crimes in the news, history of forensics, and analysis of lies are also included. The 



  
Instructor: Becky Bowman 

instructor’s permission. course includes labs and experiments. Each year culminates with a realistic mock crime scene 
where students demonstrate the skills learned throughout the year. No book is required for the 
course. More course information may be found at my web site http://www.usaschool.us   

Galloping the 
Globe 
 

Grades:   4-6 
Time:      9:00 
 

Instructor: Cheryl Blanchard 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material Fees:      $15 
 
 

 

This class is your student's introduction to the world. Students will complete a world notebook 
as we learn about the continents, countries, landforms, animals, people and cultures of the 
world. Students will learn basic geography skills :using maps and globes, atlases and map 
labeling. Teacher uses library books to show class pictures from around the world. If you have 
an older student taking World Geography or World Studies, this class will line up with them for 
your home study. 
Requirements: A 1" 3 ring binder with divider tabs, colored pencils, and a world atlas. I 
recommend the atlases at www.geomatters.com. ( For this age group the Children's Illustrated 
World Atlas will work.) 
 

Geometry 

       Grades:    9-12 
       Time:    10:00-12:00 

 
Instructor:  Marilyn Corwin 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $20 
Material Fees:       $5 
Text: Geometry: Seeing, 
Doing, Understanding, 
3rd ed. by Harold Jacobs. 
(Student book only) 

 

Why geometry? A dedicated geometry course goes beyond lines, shapes and angles. It 
teaches geometric proofs, both by induction and by contradiction, which take a student from the 
hypothetical to a conclusion. It causes a student to think very clearly and express oneself very 
precisely – skills that students need in almost aspect of life. Geometry: Seeing, Doing, and 
Understanding (3rd ed.) by Harold R. Jacobs is listed in Cathy Duffy’s Top 100 Picks for 
Homeschool Curriculum. It includes algebra reviews and SAT problems. Another reason? It’s 
fun! 
 

Government 
 
     Grades:     9-12 
     Time:       10:00 

 
 
 
Instructor: Maureen Schenk 

 

 

Monthly Tuition:   $25 
Material Fees:       $0 
 

Text: Government in 
America: People, Politics, 
and Policy by Edwards, 
Wattenberg, and 
Lineberry. It is published 
by Pearson and 
Longman.  A specific 
edition is not necessary 
 

 

This class is a one semester long look at the American system of government. Students will use 
the textbook, Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy by Edwards, Wattenberg, 
and Lineberry. It is published by Pearson and Longman.  A specific edition is not necessary. 
Students will need to keep up with the reading load as we are planning to cover 90% of the text 
during this semester. We will cover many primary documents such as the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution. Students should plan on 2-3 hours per week depending on 
reading level. 
 

Great Books 
 

 
Grades:    7-12 
Time:        9:00 
  

Instructor: Jacob Stock 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fees:       $12 
 
 
 

 

This is a comprehensive look at the titles of all time.  We will explore what it means to enter into 
the great conversation.  From Homer to C.S. Lewis, the course is a look into Literature within its 
History.  It will involve linking the great works to society at the time of the writing, a short bio of 
the authors, and why the works are important.  We will have many short reading 
assignments and 4- 6 full works.  It is designed to be a teaser that will awaken a desire for 
reading and give an outline from which to place cultures and people of all time. 
Varied reading assignments can be provided for middle and upper students. 



Minimum:   8 students  



 

Hands-On Math 
 

Grades:   K-2 
Time:       2:30 
Grades:    3-5 
Time:       3:30 

 

Instructor: Sheila 
Stringfield 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fees:       $12 

 
Have your student explore math in new ways!  This enrichment class will help improve your 
student’s math skills with a hands on approach to math.  Concepts will be taught through 
games, manipulatives, munchible math and MORE!  Your student will be learning and 
improving on grade level skills including math facts, classification, pattern recognition, place 
value, number lines and graphs. 

 

Health and 
Nutrition 
 
     Grades:    8-12        
     Time:        8:00 
 
 
Instructor:  Dana Sherrell 

 
Monthly Tuition:    
$18 
Materials fee:          
$20 
 
 
 
Minimum: 10 students 

 
This is a specialized high school course designed to provide students with skills and information 
related to healthful living and wellness. Students will understand nutrient value, appetite appeal, 
social significance, and cultural aspects of food. Students will examine the role of nutrition in the 
prevention of health conditions, such as obesity and the promotion of optimal body performance 
throughout the life span. Students focus on making choices that promote wellness and good 
health. They learn to choose foods that promote wellness, to obtain and store food for self and 
family and to identify strategies to promote optimal nutrition and wellness of society. Critical 
thinking, practical problem solving, and entrepreneurship opportunities within the area of 

nutrition and wellness are emphasized.    
 

High Sch English A 

       Grades:    9-12 

       Time:    9:00 or 2:30 

 

 

Instructor:  Maureen 

Schenk 

 

Monthly Tuition:   $25 

Material Fees:       $0 
 

Text: Prentice Hall 

Reference Guide To 

Grammar and Usage 4
th
 

ed. or higher 

 
This is a traditional English class focusing on literature, grammar, and writing for the high 
school student. Students must have at least one writing class prior to this one. The class will 
embrace selections of American and British literature including both novels and short stories. 
The workload of the class will vary depending on the reading and writing level of the individual 
student. Most students should expect to spend at least 3-4 hours per week on the assignments. 
The class will cover the higher levels of writing including compare/contrast papers, classification 
papers, persuasive papers, and a research paper. Tests, quizzes, essays, papers, and oral 
presentations will all be a part of the class. 
 

High Sch English B 
 
        Grades:     10-12 
        Time:    12:00 & 3:30 

  
 
 

Instructor:  Todd Speidell 

Monthly Tuition:  $25 
Material Fees:      $0 
Texts: Novels for the 
course will include: 
Clyde Edgerton, Killer 
Diller and Raney 
Walker Percy, The 
Moviegoer and The Last 
Gentleman 
Wendell Berry, Jayber 
Crow 

                                                                                                                                                 This 
course is designed as an upper level English class for Juniors & Seniors who have successfully 
completed High School English A (including familiarity with and access to the Prentice Hall 
reference guide and MLA format). This is a traditional English class focusing on literature, 
composition, and grammar, with an emphasis on developing reading and writing skills.  
Students must be prepared for class, especially ready for intelligent conversation of required 
reading and written analyses of novels.   



 

 

Interactive Science 
 

Grades:   6-8 
Time:      3:30 
 
 
 
  

Instructor: Jodie Moore 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $20 
Material Fees:      $0 

 
Text: Interactive 

Science for Inquiring 
Minds Text A, Practical 
book and workbook. 
All can be ordered in 
a group order with the 

teacher for $32   
  
 
 
 
 
Minimum: 5 students  

Scientific reasoning is a vital skill.  Science knowledge is important but being able to think and 
reason with that knowledge is necessary for success in upper level science.  ACT tests do not 
test knowledge, they test scientific reasoning.  This course is a textbook science for those in 
grades 6-8 that takes scientific knowledge and teaches the student to reason through the 
scientific process.  This text uses the Inquiry approach. With the inquiry approach and 
interactive nature, students will be motivated and they will accept that science is relevant and 
interesting.  The books also challenge students to think creatively and critically. The text is part 
of the Singapore curriculum.  Why Singapore?  This country is top in the world in both math 
and science.  If we want to be the top, then we can learn from how they teach their children 
We will cover topics as follows: Science as an Inquiry, Attitudes in Science, Process or 
Methods in Science,  Products of Science,   Science and Technology in Society its uses and 
abuses, measurement,   Classification of Matter,  Elements, Compounds and Mixtures, 
Separation Techniques,  Solutions and Suspensions, Classifications of Plant and Animal Life,  
models and systems, cells - Structure, Function and Organization,  Particulate Model of Matter, 
simple Concepts of Atoms and Molecules, Transport in Living Things,  Digestion in Animals.  
Reproduction is covered in the last chapter of the book.  That will NOT be taught in class.  At 
this level that concept should be covered at home. 
 

Introduction to 
Programming with 
Scratch and Alice 

 
        Grades:   7-12 
        Time:       2:30 

 
Instructor: Meryl van der 
Merwe 

 

Monthly Tuition: $18 

Material Fees:  

$5 (first semester)  

$0 (2nd semester) 

 
This is an introductory course for learning to program with animation. In the first semester 
students create animation projects using Scratch, a language developed at MIT in which 
students can easily create interactive stories, animations and games. In the second semester 
they will learn Alice, a software package for creating animation in small virtual worlds using 3D 
models in Pixar and Disney animation style. Both programs are free to download and are 
designed specifically to make programming more accessible to the average student. For more 
info visit scratch.mit.edu and www.alice.org. 
Students will need their own laptop to bring to class and for the second semester will need to 
purchase Learning to Program with Alice, 2nd ed by Dann, Cooper, Pausch.  
 

 

Jazzercise 

     Monday-Friday 9:10am 
     Monday 5:00 pm 
     T, W, Th 4:30, & 5:55  
     Saturday 9:00am 
     Sunday 3:00pm 
Instructor:  Kim McCurry  

There are no contracts 

and you can try us for a 

week FREE!!!  

Babysitting is also 

available @ NO 

CHARGE in all classes 

except the weekend.   

You may be asking yourself what is jazzercise?  Jazzercise is aerobics set to dance.  It has 
been around for 38 years and is still going strong.  It is for all ages, sizes and fitness levels and 
can be tailored to your ability.  All you need is some water, comfortable clothes to move in, and 
a mat or beach towel.  We incorporate strength training in all of our classes.  Our 
cardiovascular segment is at your level, meaning high or low impact.  If you are willing to meet 
new people, get your heart healthy, tone your body, work out your stress, make new friends 
and become a part an extended family, then Jazzercise is the place to be!  Visit us @ our web 

site jazzerkim.com or contact Kim McCurry 690-1601 for more information and scheduling. 



Journey Through 

The Volunteer 

State 

      Grades:   6-8 

      Time:     11:00 

 

Instructor:  Debbie Oyler 

 

Monthly Tuition:  $20 

Materials fee:       $10 

(field trips extra) 

This course will cover Tennessee’s rich history and heritage through a multitude of 

experiences.  State curriculum guidelines will be covered in this 5th – 8th grade class.  Older 

students will have more extensive assignments to meet guideline requirements.  Resources will 

include Exploring Tennessee by Notgrass, Tennessee History for Kids website, books from the 

Tennessee State Library and the East TN Historical Society Museum, and any applicable 

library materials.  The class will use resources offered by the East TN Historical Society for 

group instruction both in our classroom and at the museum in downtown Knoxville (most likely 

once a semester).  Students will create a notebook to keep, with entries from history (Native 

Americans until present), famous Tennesseans, state geography, civics, and just plain “fun” 

information. My desire is to also get groups together for field trips to historical sites (not on 

Thursdays).   

Junior Naturalist! 
      

     Grades:   K-3 

     Time:    10:00 am 

      

     Grades:    3-6  

     Time:     9:00 am 

 

 

 

Instructor:  Lisa Haskell 

 

 

Monthly Tuition:   $15 

Materials fee:        $40 

Science isn’t just a subject you learn in the classroom- it’s a way of looking at the world!  Many 

scientific principles will be learned while exploring the world of nature with hands-on science 

and wildlife activities!  Learn how to create your own habitats for “backyard pets!”  Bring in 

nails and hammers as we construct our own bat boxes! The class will construct “nature 

scrapbooks” to display wildlife pictures taken by your child (4-7 grades class) and use them for 

sketching fascinating creatures and bio-facts.  Be a wildlife detective as we observe God’s 

creation using binoculars, magnifying glasses, cameras, and the 3-D microscope!  The class 

will spend time exploring outside, going on nature walks, and hopefully plan a class hike to the 

Smokies (parents invited, of course)!  Other activities include:  Making our own petree dishes to 

see bacteria growing; cooking up some “moth sugar” to attract Luna moths, learning how to use 

crickets as thermometers, planting a tree, observing carnivorous plants in the classroom, and 

studying insects. Also we’ll enjoy crafting “stained glass” animals, marbled salamanders, clay 

iguanas, “rotten log hotels,” and plaster of Paris animal tracks.    

 We will plan optional fieldtrips to Ijams Nature Center to explore and learn in their amazing 
outdoor classroom! (These will not be on Thursdays.)  We’ll have a few visits from Ijams Nature 
Center and The American Museum of Science to look at microscopic wildlife and to learn about 
conserving the environment.  

Plus, my children and I are very excited about this next possibility!  Have you ever wanted to 
have a small pet, but did not want to commit to it full-time?  We will possibly have a “traveling 
pet” that you may take home for a week or two with special permission and instructions.  If you 
choose, your child may learn the responsibility of caring for a small animal for a short period of 
time.  Possibilities include:  a rabbit, a hermit crab, a frog, or a hamster. 



Legos:   Simple 
Machines 
 

     Grades:    K-3 
     Time:      11:30 
 

Instructor: Robin Marsh 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fees:       $15 
 

 
This is an introductory level enrichment class implementing Legos to teach the principles of 
simple machines.  We will be covering in the year long course:  wheels and axles, pulleys, 
gears, and levers.  Each child will work with a partner or group to build various projects 
involving the principles of simple machines.  This is a 100% hands-on-class.  The homework 
involved with this class will be minimal.  We will also be covering inventors and their 
contributions in the field of science and some fun topics in the never-ending-world of Legos.  
This class is appropriate for a child who can focus on age appropriate tasks, follow simple 
instructions, and is able to work with a partner. 
 

Lit/ Creative 
Writing A:   Enter the 
world of Literature & 
Creative Writing 
 

Grades:   3-4 

Time:      9:00 

 

Instructor:  Debbie Oyler 

 

Monthly Tuition: $20 

Material Fees:     $6 

(includes postage 

cost for pen pal 

program) 

 
Students entering this class will be required to display independent reading on a third 
grade level or above.    
This class uses excellent children’s literature to encourage a love of reading and to promote 
writing skills at this level of development.  Books are carefully selected from a wide range of 
recommended literature and will be rotated on a two year basis to accommodate those taking 
this class two years (last year’s course was described as grades 3-4). It is through reading, 
dissecting, and analyzing good writing that students begin to find how it fits into their 
world of expression. Writing skills introduced are through the nationally recognized 6+1 
Writing Traits program by Ruth Culham. These skills gently move students through ideas, 
organization, voice, sentence fluency, word choice, conventions, and presentation to gain more 
confidence in putting thoughts on paper. Structure of writing is presented and encouraged at 
this stage in order for the writer to feel safe in the way he/she expresses.  This program has 
proven to be a great resource for encouraging the independent, creative writer.  Book lists will 
be provided as well as information for parents about the 6+1 program. 
In addition this year, this class will partner with a private international school located in 
Prague in the Czech Republic for a pen pal program.  The class of third graders there are 
from at least nine different countries.  This will be a great writing motivator and 
international connection!!  
 

 

 

LEGOS:  Motorized 

Simple Machines 
     Grades:   4-6 

     Time:    12:30 
 

Instructor: Robin Marsh 

 

Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fees:       $25 
 

 

This is an advanced class that is an expansion of the topics covered in Lego simple machines.  
We will be covering in-depth topics like gearing mechanisms, motorized machines, and other 
simple machine topics. This is a hands-on class.  Each child will be working with a partner or 
group to accomplish various building projects.  Homework will be less than an hour per week 
for this class, and will center on the topics covered.   



Lit/ Creative Writing 
B:  Continue the path 
of Literature & Creative 
Writing 

 
Grades:    5-6 
Time:      8:00 am 

 
 
 

Instructor:  Debbie Oyler 

 
 

Monthly Tuition:   $20 
Material Fees:       $3 

 

Students enrolling in this class will be expected to read on a 5th grade level, write a 

paragraph in correct form (topic, supporting, and concluding sentences), along with 

writing an essay or short story that is coherent and displays some organized thought.   
This class will use the 6+1 Writing Traits program by Ruth Culham as does Creative Writing A 

(read about that above), but with different standards and self-evaluation.  Skills are presented in 

mini-lessons and practiced in writing using good literature as a stimulus. Once again, in order 

to write well, students must be guided in analyzing good writing in the books they read.  

We do this by character analysis, compare/contrast, plot analysis, story mapping, graphic 

organizers, oral reading, and searches for literary devices. Books we read are carefully selected 

and lean towards Newbery Award and Honor books. At this level, students love to read books 

about events that affect their lives and then respond with their thoughts and opinions. These 

books will alternate on a two year basis to allow for students wishing to take the class two years 

(last year’s course was described as grades 5-6).  Book lists will be provided along with 

materials for parents about the 6+1 writing program. 

Lit/Creative Writing 
C:  Explore the world 
of Literature & Creative 
Writing 

 
Grades:     7-8 
Time:       12:30 

 
 
 

Instructor:  Debbie Oyler 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $20 
Material Fees:      $3 

 

It would be beneficial for students to have had at least one year of experience in this course 

before entering Comp I because of the wide range of writing experiences offered.  Students 

must be able to write an essay or creative writing piece that displays some understanding of 

writing traits of ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions, and 

presentation as discussed in 6+1 Writing Traits.  In addition, the student must be able to write a 

well constructed paragraph, be able to independently read on the 6th to 7th grade level and be 

willing to complete a book at least every 3-4 weeks.                                                                

This course is designed to address a wide range of reading and writing with the use of different 

genres of literature to include realistic fiction, Newbery Award Winners, animal tales, 

biographies, historical fiction, nonfiction, news reporting/media, mystery, science fiction/fantasy, 

poetry, and plays.  The lessons will be designed to help open student’s minds to the craft of 

writing and the pleasure it brings through self-expression.  The 6+1 Writing Traits by Ruth 

Culham will be used as a guide to ensure standards and encourage student self-evaluation.  

Students will select their own books from a suggested list in each genre. Parents will be offered 

materials explaining the 6+1 program.    

Little House on the 
Prairie 
 

Grades:    K-3 
Time:       3:30 

 

Instructor:  Laura Croft 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material Fees:      $20 
 
 

No other stories have captured the heart like the Little House on the Prairie series. We will use 
these books as a basis for cross curriculum studies of literature, science, art, creative writing, 
cooking, history vocabulary and art. Students and/or Parents will provide and read books at 
home beginning with, Little House in the Big Woods. Typical class will be spent on discussion 
and age- appropriate activities. A list of optional home projects will be provided and students 
will have an opportunity to share these in class. A few special guests are even planned! 



Making 
Connections: 
Improving Reading 
Comprehension 
 

Grades:     3-5 
Time:       10:00 
  

Instructor:  Cheryl Blanchard 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fees:       $25 
 
 
 

 
This class will help your students master the comprehension skills that will make them more 
productive readers. Specific skills will be taught using a series of texts so that the student 
practices each skill several times before moving on. Skills include identifying main idea and 
details, comparing and contrasting, fact and opinion and others. This year we will add breaking 
down math word problems as an additional reading comprehension skill.  
 
Requirements: small notebook with paper, pencils 

Math Counts 
 

Grades:    5-8 
Time:      10:00 
 
 
 
  

Instructor: Jodie Moore 

 
 
Monthly Tuition: $20 
Material Fee: $0 

 
Text: Life of Fred 
Fraction; Life of Fred 
Decimals and Percents 
 
 
 
Minimum: 5 students  

 
As the requirements for higher level math are raised, it is important that we as parents are sure 
that we have our students prepared for high school math and beyond.  The pieces must all be 
there for success in Algebra!  Problem solving is a vital part of this process.  This class will take 
those weak in math and help them to master the skills they need for success.  It will also take 
those that have a very strong math background and give them the skills they need to continue 
excelling into high school.  We will combine classroom instruction with hands on skills and 
problem solving skills with a definite sense of humor to grow to LOVE math!  The instructor 
LOVES math and I will share that love with the students!  We will cover all basic math skills up 
to and including Pre-alg skills.  Students will enjoy the opportunity to compete in the 
MATHCOUNTS competition in February which allows them to exercise their problem solving 
skills with the top students in the area.  Competition in this contest is optional but fun.  This 
course can be used as either an enrichment course or for a grade.  Those wishing a grade will 
need to complete homework and tests.  This text is an awesome “fun” time with a very complete 
coverage of these vital concepts as well as all other basic math skills.   
 

Math Tutorial 
 

    Grades:    7-12 
      Time:       8:00 
 

Instructor:  Sheila Stringfield 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $20 
Material Fees:       $5 
 

 
This class is for any TC student, grades 7-12, who would benefit from  tutoring in mathematics, 
whether taking a math class at TC or otherwise.  Students must come with homework 
completed and questions ready.  This is not a study hall, but a tutoring session for working on 
problem areas and developing productive math habits. 
 

Media Literacy  and 
Production  
 

Grades:   7-12 
Time:      12:30 
  

Instructor: Meryl van der 
Merwe 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:   $18 
Material Fee:         $15 
 
 
 
 

Our studies will focus on how to interpret, analyze, and evaluate today's media blitz. Students 
will develop skills for evaluating the quality of information, detecting bias, understanding 
persuasion, and more. We will look at all popular forms of mass communication – television, 
film, internet and print. At the same time, students will learn to work with the various forms of 
media. They will write for the Thursday Connection newspaper, produce films, create websites, 
etc. 
Students will have on average one hour of homework each week, so the total year’s course will 
count as a ½ credit. However, if they want to turn this into a full semester credit extra 
assignments can be added. 
 



Music and Art 
Alive 

Grades:    K-3 
Time:      11:30 
Grades:    3-6 
Time:      12:30 
 

Instructor: Kerry Osborne 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material Fees:      $15 
 
 

 
The history as well as the appreciation of music and art will be our focus as we study the lives 
and works of great artists and composers.  We will explore the biography and creations of a 
renowned composer and artist each week.   Ever wonder how individual instruments originated 
and are made? We’ll explore that too! There will be lots of fun, interactive activities! Come 
learn the fascinating stories behind these historic composers and artists and their lasting 
impact on our culture!  
 

Music Explorers 
 

Grades:   K-3 
Time:       2:30 
  

Instructor:  Amy Kornegay 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $20 
Material Fees:       $25 
 
 

In this class students will learn about the wide world of music.  Through creative movement, a 
variety of rhythm instruments, hands-on activities, and games, we will explore and make 
music.   We'll even use our bodies to make music!  Students will learn the basics of music 
notation like simple note reading, tempo, dynamics, melody, harmony, and time signatures.  
Styles of music from opera to jazz will be introduced and we'll take a look at the different 
instrument families and may even make our own instruments.   
  

Oh Snap!  First Aid 
& Safety 
 

Grades:   3-6 
Time:      3:30 
 

Instructor:  Penelope 
Whaley 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $18 
Material Fees:        $0 

 
We will start with safety and accident prevention, since stopping injury is the best form of first 
aid - covering; falls, playground safety, fire safety, what to do if you get lost, stranger safety, 
electrical safety, water safety, sport safety, dog safety, bike safety.  Then we will move on to 
first aid covering; bleeding, burns, choking, breaks/sprains, bites, poison ivy/oak, blisters, bee 
stings, ticks, head bonks, black eyes.  We will wrap up with healthy living habits.   It is a great 
course with basic knowledge everyone should have.  

Physical Education 
 

Grades and Times : 
         K-3:  10:00 & 1:30 
         4-6:  12:30 & 2:30 
         7-12  3:30 
 

Instructor:  Ginger 
Bethmann 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material Fees:      $0 
 

 
Physical/aerobic exercise and activities while learning new games, team sports and team 
work.  This class will work best when grade requirements are followed because of differences 
in the physical maturity of children.  If, however, the time periods do not fit your child's 
schedule, I am willing to see if, physically, they could move to a different grade level.  Lots of 
fun!! 
 

Physical Science 
 
     Grades:    8-10 
     Time:    10:00-12:00 

 
Instructor:  Niki Denton 
 

Monthly Tuition:   $30 
Material Fees:       $20 

 
Textbook required:   
Exploring Creation with 
Physical Science, Second 
Edition, Apologia; 
Matching solutions manual 
for parents (optional). 

 
This class is intended for students getting ready to enter the high school science curriculum.  
We will cover many different parts of physical science, including weather, environmentalism, 
Newton's laws, and an introduction to astrophysics.  We will do all of this in a fun (but slightly 
challenging) environment.  We will be doing experiments to strengthen our understanding of 
these topics using regular household materials (and sometimes a little imagination).  Grades 
will be provided on request.  Tests will be given at home with parent’s supervision.   
 

 



Physics is Phun 
 
     Grades:      6-8 
     Time:     12:30 & 1:30 

 
Instructor:  Niki Denton 
 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material Fees:      $20 

 
 

Come explore the laws of motion, light, sound, and electricity!  Through lecture and hands on 
labs students will discover the laws that God has established over our universe.  We will build 
roller coasters, create optical illusions, form our own physics band and do various other fun 
experiments every week!  This course will be slightly academic with homework, quizzes and 
tests – but students who wish to take the course for enrichment purposes only are very 
welcome.   
Materials required: 3 subject spiral notebook (around 100 pages), pencil 

Playing Around the 
World 
 

Grades:   5-8 
Time:      1:30 
 

Instructor: Meryl van der 
Merwe 

 
Monthly Tuition:    $15 
Material Fee:          $12 
 
 
 
 

This class will be a fun, yet educational way to get to know more about the world we live in. A 
variety of games will be used to teach concepts of geography. There will be prizes each week 
for winners of the games. Games will include adaptations of  Jeopardy, Pictionary , Taboo, 
Bingo as well as DVD games, various card games and CD Rom games. Most weeks the 
students will compete in teams, and I will make sure each team has an even distribution of 
grade levels. In addition, at the beginning of each lesson, I will introduce them to a country or 
geographic region – usually using a short video. 

Pre-Algebra 
 

Grades:   7-9 
Time:    2:30-4:00 
 
  

Instructor:  Marilyn Corwin 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $18 
Material Fees:       $5 
 
Text: Pre-Algebra by 
Prentice Hall (2007).  
ISBN 013-1339958 
 

 
Will your student be ready for high school math?? This course is designed to build a solid 
foundation for higher-level math courses, fill in any gaps in basic math ability and to prepare 
your student for the exciting adventure of abstract algebra and geometry.  Prentice Hall Pre-
Algebra is a colorful, easy to read text with plenty of visual examples and hands-on activities. 
In addition to review exercises, each lesson contains a section called “Test-Prep” to help 
prepare the student for end-of-year standardized tests. An in-text Skills Handbook provides 
instruction for all basic skills.  Each student will have access to a free online video tutor if 

additional instruction is desired. 

Private Flute 
Lessons 

Grades: any 
Time: 10:00-1:30 
Contact instructor 
 

Instructor:  Joan 
Whiteside 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $60 
Material Fees:      $0 
(Purchase of appropriate 
etude book and a solo or 
song book will be the 
responsibility of the 
student) 

Each private lesson will last 30 minutes, & consist of warm-up, scales, or any orchestra, 
band or ensemble music practice needed. The goal is to improve in tone, rhythm reading, 
musicality and expression.  I will supply a warm-up sheet & any fingerings needed 
Requirements: No prior musical knowledge is required. A student who cannot read 
music will be taught to do so.  A minimum of 2 hours practice per week is expected. This 
practice time should be divided into 4-6 sessions of 20-30 minutes each.  Supplies: Each 
student will be expected to own or rent a flute, with case, cleaning rod & cloth.  I am 
happy to help with selection of instrument. 

Private Guitar 
Lessons 
 

Grades:   any 
Time:    1:30-4:30 
  

Instructor:  Andrew McCoy 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $60 
Material Fees:      $0 
 
 

 
Each private lesson will be 30 minutes and will focus on technique, tone production, reading, and 
musicality. Songs will be selected and prepared in all styles. Regular practice is expected. 
 
*Lessons must be scheduled directly with Instructor. Payment needs to be made through 
Thursday Connection with other class payments. 

 



Private & Small 
Group Tutoring 
 
Instructor:  Debbie Oyler 

Cost:  ½ hour - $15 for 
one   student or $20 for 
two students 
            1 hour - $30 for 
one student or $40 for two 
students 
 

  
Designed to give individual assistance to students in the area of writing.  It will be offered on a 
sign up basis for students enrolled in Creative Writing, Comp or High School English classes.  
Hopefully, it will be a short term aide to get students up to speed in classes.  Those wishing to 
use this for an entire writing program will need to contact me for a permanent slot.    

Private Tutoring 
 

       Grades:   7-12 
       Time:    2:30-3:15 
 

Instructor: Todd Speidell 
 

 
Tuition per 45 minute 
session:   $25 
Material Fees:       $0 
 

 
Individual tutorials designed to improve writing skills  
 
 
 

Private Voice 
Lessons 
 

Grades:   any 
Time:   2:30-4:30 
 

Instructor:  Emily McCoy 

Monthly Tuition:  $60 
Material Fees:        $0  
 
(Purchase of appropriate 
technique and songbook 
 will be the responsibility of 
the student) 

 
Each private lesson will last 30 minutes and will consist of warm-up and technique, sight-
reading, and song preparation. The goal of private lessons is to improve tone, range, 
breathing, flexibility, music reading, musicality and expression. Regular practice is expected. 
 
*Lessons must be scheduled directly with Instructor. Payment needs to be made through 
Thursday Connection with other class payments. 
 

Private 
Instrumental 
Lessons - Various 
       
     Grades:     5-12 
     Time:   various,    
         contact teacher to  
         schedule 
 
 
 Instructor Amy Kornegay 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $60 
Materials Fee:       $0 
(Purchase of 
appropriate etude book 
and a solo or song 
book will be the 
responsibility of the 
student – teacher can 
recommend appropriate 
materials) 

 
Private lessons will be available on clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone, 
baritone, and snare drum/bells.  Lesson will be 30 minutes in length.  Private lessons are 
appropriate if you prefer your child to have a one-on-one music lesson, which may allow your 
child to progress quicker on his or her instrument.  Students will learn or improve upon 
knowledge of music notation and theory, proper playing position, breath control, articulation, 
fingerings/stickings, and posture.  Rental/Purchase of instrument, cleaning kit, and folding 
music stand are required.  At least 30 minutes a day of practice at home will be necessary to 
improve on the instrument.  **A packet is available from Mrs. Kornegay with information on 
selecting the right instrument, where to rent, the Knoxville Christian Youth Band, and other 
important information.  *Contact Mrs. Kornegay for more information before enrolling.*  
amykornegay@yahoo.com   
 



Shurley English 
Grammar 2 
      
      Grades:    2-3 
      Time:      11:30 
 
 
 
Instructor:  Robin Beebe 
 
 
 
 
Minimum:     7 students 
Maximum:  20 students 

 

Monthly Tuition:  $20 
Materials fee:       $20 
Text Required for Class 
– Shurley English 
Homeschool Workbook 
Level 2 by Brenda Shurley 
AND Shurley English 
Homeschool Practice 
Booklet by Brenda Shurley 
Level 2 
Optional Materials – 
Shurley English 
Introductory CD and 
Practice CD with Question 
and Answer Flow.  (Some 
parents have found it 
helpful to have the 
Teacher Manual at home 
as well.) 

 
Learn grammar terms and keys for diagramming sentences through the Shurley Grammar 
technique.  Weekly vocabulary words will expand student’s command of the English language.  
Once the student learns this method, English becomes a FUN subject!  We will learn English 
Rules set to music to gain understanding of the specific functions of words in a sentence.  
Students will have weekly homework consisting of vocabulary, short writing assignments, and 
English exercises.   Writing opportunities will fortify writing skills.  Students will be introduced to 
writing this year, with the goal of training them to enjoy developing their thoughts on paper.  
Your child will create several books authored and illustrated by him/her and we will compile 
several class assignments as well.  We will play games and have FUN learning together!  This 
class will cover what they will need!   This class will focus on the structure of writing in a variety 
of forms.  If you desire your child to improve the content of his/her writing, Debbie Oyler offers 
several writing classes designed to improve this skill.  
 

Shurley English 
Grammar 4 
     

    Grades: 4-5; very high  
                                 3rd 
    Time:     1:30pm 
 
 
 
 
Instructor:  Robin Beebe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minimum:     7 students 
Maximum:  20 students 

 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $20 
Materials fee:       $20 
 
Text Required for Class– 
Shurley English 
Homeschool Workbook 
Level 4 by Brenda Shurley 
AND Shurley English 
Homeschool Practice 
Booklet by Brenda Shurley 
Level 4 
 
Optional Materials – 
Shurley English 
Introductory CD and 
Practice CD with Question 
and Answer Flow. (Some 
parents have found it 
helpful to have the 
Teacher Manual at home 
as well.) 

 
This English class will take your student through an intensive year of English combining 
grammar and writing skills. Students will learn grammar terms and keys for labeling sentences 
through the Shurley Grammar technique. Once the student learns this method, English 
becomes a FUN subject! We will learn English Rules set to music and memorize all 49 
prepositions and 23 helping verbs in a "jingle!" Your child will understand the eight basic parts 
of speech, subject/verb agreement, and the four types of sentences. They will grasp various 
punctuation and capitalization rules, and begin editing the written word. A developed 
understanding of English grammar increases a child's ability to write well and gives them a 
'jump ahead' when attempting to master a foreign language.  Weekly vocabulary words will 
expand student’s command of the English language. Both workbooks will be utilized for weekly 
homework assignments.  Students will enjoy playing the educational games and having the 
opportunity to share their writing assignments orally with the class. Writing assignments 
progress from expository and persuasive paragraphs toward 3-5 paragraph essays.   Poetry, 
silly limericks, friendly letters, and other creative assignments will be given.  Although much will 
be expected of the students, I will expect them to rise to their ability as they receive 
encouragement for the areas where they are excelling! We will consolidate an impressive 
writing notebook containing their writing assignments. You will be encouraged to see their 
progression throughout the year!  E-mails and a detailed syllabus will keep you informed.  This 
class will cover what they will need!  This class will focus on the structure of writing in a variety 
of forms.  If you desire your child to improve the content of his/her writing, Debbie Oyler offers 
several writing classes designed to improve this skill.   With regard to grammar, this class will 
cover it in depth!  



Shurley English 
Grammar 6  
    
    Grades:  6-8; very high  
                                     5th 
    Time:      2:30 

 
 
Instructor:  Robin Beebe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minimum:     7 students 
Maximum:  20students 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $20 
Materials fee:       $20 
 
Text Required for 
Class– Shurley English 
Homeschool Workbook 
Level 6 by Brenda 
Shurley AND Shurley 
English Homeschool 
Practice Booklet by 
Brenda Shurley Level 6 
 
Optional Materials – 
Shurley English 
Introductory CD and 
Practice CD with 
Question and Answer 
Flow (Some parents 
have found it helpful to 
have the Teacher 
Manual at home as 
well.) 

This English class will take your student through an intensive year of English combining 
grammar and writing skills. Students will fortify grammar skills through the Shurley Grammar 
technique. Once the student learns this method, English becomes a FUN subject! We will learn 
English Rules set to music and memorize all 49 prepositions and 23 helping verbs in a "jingle!" 
Your child will understand all four basic sentence structures, seven types of sentence patterns, 
predicate nouns, direct objects, indirect objects, complete verb phrases, verb-intransitive, verb-
transitive, possessive nouns/pronouns, irregular verb tenses, comma splices, nouns in the 
nominative and subjective case, subordinate conjunctions, compound subjects and predicates, 
quotation rules, personal pronouns and their antecedents, split quotes and quotation rules, etc. 
Weekly vocabulary words will expand student’s command of the English language. A 
developed understanding of English grammar increases a child's ability to write well and gives 
them a 'jump ahead' when attempting to master a foreign language. Weekly vocabulary words 
will challenge students to develop an intelligent mental thesaurus resource. Both workbooks 
will be utilized for weekly homework assignments.  Students will enjoy playing the educational 
games and having the opportunity to share their writing assignments orally with the class. 
Expository, persuasive, descriptive and narrative writing will all be briefly covered.  Poetry, silly 
limericks, friendly letters, business letters, and other creative assignments will also be given.  
During the second semester, each student will be required to write a research paper.  We will 
consolidate an impressive writing notebook containing their writing assignments. You will be 
encouraged to see their progression throughout the year!  E-mails and a detailed syllabus will 
keep you informed.  This class will focus on the structure of writing in a variety of forms.  If you 
desire your child to improve the content of his/her writing, Debbie Oyler offers several writing 
classes designed to improve this skill.  With regard to grammar, this class will cover it in depth! 

Spanish I 
      

     Grades:    K-4 
      Time:       10:00 
 

Instructor:   Suzette 
Laporte-Ayo 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $18 
Materials fee:       $16 
 

 
The children will be immersed in Spanish through games and songs typical of the instructor’s 
native country, video clips in Spanish, art projects, as well as other very fun activities. Themes 
are new each semester.  You will get vocabulary sheets with activity suggestions which you 
can do at home if you want to incorporate Spanish into your curriculum.  You don’t speak 
Spanish but still want to incorporate it?   Talk to me, I have solutions for this as well.   
Enrichment only. 

Spanish II 
      
     Grades:   K-4  
      Time:      12:30 

 
 
Instructor:   Suzette 
Laporte-Ayo 
 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $18 
Materials fee:       $16 
 

Children in Spanish II will continue to work on new vocabulary but will also work on answering 
questions in Spanish in complete sentences using new vocabulary learned.  They will learn to 
modify the sentences so they can give different answers to the same questions. The 
conversation questions the students learned to answer in Spanish I will be used to have mini 
conversations with classmates. Numbers, colors, weather, commands, shapes and body parts 
will continue to be reviewed, as well as other things learned in Spanish I.  Immersion at this 
level still occurs through games & songs typical of the instructor’s native country, video clips in 
Spanish, art projects, & other fun activities but also through the teacher’s complete use of 
Spanish by the second semester.  Students will be encouraged to use only Spanish as well.  
Enrichment only. 
Prerequisite: Spanish I K-4th 



Spanish I 
      
     Grades:    4-8  
      Time:        1:30 

 
Instructor:   Suzette 
Laporte-Ayo 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $18 
Materials fee:        $10 
 

 Immersion in older children’s programs occurs through conversation with the instructor and 
classmates, active involvement in games, music in Spanish, video clips in Spanish, as well as, 
other very fun activities. Students will learn to use the new vocabulary in modeled sentences 
which they will then learn to modify so they can answer different things.  They will also learn 
basic conversation questions and answers so they can start conversing with their classmates in 
Spanish right away.  Spanish grammar is introduced in this class and continued throughout the 
year. The amount done depends on the dynamics of the group. Students are expected to take 
notes in this class.  Vocabulary themes are new each semester.    Enrichment Only. 

Spanish II 
      
 
     Grades:    4-8  
      Time:      11:00 

 
 
Instructor:   Suzette 
Laporte-Ayo 
 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $18 
Materials fee:      $10 
 

Immersion at this level also occurs through conversation with the instructor and classmates, 
active involvement in games, music and video clips in Spanish, as well as other very fun 
activities. Students in this class will be encouraged to use Spanish in many different ways, a 
special website will be set up just for this class where they will get an assignment, then they will 
have to blog about it in Spanish. They will write letters back and forth with other Spanish 
students in another group.  Other activities will be used as well to encourage the students to 
use their Spanish grammar as they learn more of it.   Grammar learned in this class includes 
conjugation of regular and irregular verbs in the present tense, simple future, prepositions, 
idiomatic expressions and the uses of the verb tener, imperative and giving directions. More 
grammar points may be introduced depending on the group dynamics.  
Prerequisite: Spanish I 4-8th   Enrichment Only. 

Spanish I 
      

     Grades:     9-12  
      Time:       2:30-4:00 
 
Instructor:   Suzette 
Laporte-Ayo 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $30 
Materials fee:     Fall: 
Cost of Textbook TBA 
Spring: $5 

Students will be introduced to the Spanish grammar in the first course combined with 
conversation with the instructor and classmates, video clips and music. Cultural aspects will 
also be discussed. Students also are given internet work which helps complete required hours 
for a credit. About 2-5 hours of homework are given every week and vocabulary and/or 
grammar quizzes are given in class almost every week.   One year of this course equals 1 full 
credit.  Academic. 

Spanish II 
     Grades:   10-12  
      Time:         9:00 
 

Instructor:   Suzette 
Laporte-Ayo 

 
Monthly Tuition: $20 
Materials fee:       $5 
 

 
Students will continue to study Spanish grammar and will do many more conversation 
exercises. Cultural aspects will be further discussed. Students who get an A or a B in this class 
should be capable of testing out of at least the first level of College level Spanish. One year of 
this course equals 1 full credit.  Prerequisite: Spanish I for high school or meet with me if 
you did not take my Spanish I class.  Academic. 

Streams of 
Civilization II 

 
Grades:    6-8 
Time:      10:00 
  

Instructor: Jacob Stock 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material Fees:      $12 
 
 
Book I is not a prereq 
for Book II. 
 

This course covers the events of world history with an emphasis on European and American 
culture since the Reformation. Each chapter traces a particular theme within a particular time 
period. The principal themes include the history of Christianity and philosophy with their results 
in culture, politics, economics, society, science, and technology. A time line at the beginning of 
each chapter will help the reader to see the chronological relationships between the events 
discussed in the text. Throughout the text, particular points of interest, focusing on specific 
individuals and events, provide further information. Maps and photographs, as well as artwork 
of a particular period, add to the overall impact of the book.  It will encourage students to think 
through the Christian implications of the material and its relevance for today's world.  



Study Skills 
 
     Grades:     7-12      
     Time:         9:00 
      
 
Instructor:  Sheila 
Stringfield 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $18 
Materials fee:        $20 
 
Text: TBD 
 
Minimum: 10 students 

 
This is a college prep course that will equip students to manage time and workloads. It will also 
help them achieve effective goals. Motivation to study and learn is crucial to being successful.  
It is important to avoid procrastination so that students can be timely and efficient whether you 
are finishing a project or studying for an exam. This class offers study skills, time and task-
management, goal setting, paper organization, memorization, note-taking strategies, test-taking 
strategies, writing strategies, and communication skills. If the goals of the students are to get 
better grades, to learn, and to work more efficiently, then this is the class for you!  This class 
should enhance study skills so that students have more time for other activities. 
 

Timeline Travel  
        
     Grades:    K-3 
     Time:      12:30 
 
 
 
Instructor:  Robin Beebe 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:   $18 
Materials fee:        $20 
 
Text suggested for class 
– Veritas Press History 
Cards - all five sets (not 
required, but highly 
recommended - a wise 
investment) 

 
Who was Amenhotep IV?  What was the First Intermediate Period in Egypt and how does it 
compare with the Middle Kingdom in Egypt?  What was the Council of Trent?  When was the 
Nicene Creed written?  Is there a difference in the Pilgrims and the Puritans?  Who were John 
Wycliffe and John Huss?  Julius Ceasar and Ceasar Augustus?  Come explore the answers to 
these questions and many more as we build a timeline beginning with Creation and taking us 
up to Modern Day America.  Students will become versed in 180 points of world history from a 
biblical viewpoint.  Each week we will cover several significant moments that helped shape the 
world we live in today.  Using the Veritas Press History Cards, we will learn them in 
chronological order to gain understanding of biblical world history .  Songs and hand motions 
will help us master this knowledge.  You will be amazed at how much your young children will 
absorb! 
 

Timeline Travel  
        
     Grades:    4-6 
     Time:      10:00 
 
 
 
Instructor:  Robin Beebe 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:   $18 
Materials fee:        $20 
 
Text suggested for class 
– Veritas Press History 
Cards - all five sets (not 
required, but highly 
recommended - a wise 
investment) 

 
Who was Amenhotep IV?  What was the First Intermediate Period in Egypt and how does it 
compare with the Middle Kingdom in Egypt?  What was the Council of Trent?  When was the 
Nicene Creed written?  Is there a difference in the Pilgrims and the Puritans?  John Wycliffe 
and John Huss?  Come explore the answers to these questions and many more as we build a 
timeline beginning with Creation and taking us up to Modern Day America.  Students will 
become versed in 180 points of world history from a biblical viewpoint.  Each week we will cover 
several significant moments that helped shape the world we live in today.  Using the Veritas 
Press History Cards, we will learn them in chronological order to gain understanding of biblical 
world history .  Songs and hand motions will help us master this knowledge.  Each student in 
this class will be required to prepare a 5-7 minute presentation with one visual aid once during 
each semester. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Ultimate Kid 
Concoctions! 
      Grades:    K-3     
      Time:       1:30 
      Grades:    3-6 
      Time:       8:00 
Instructor:  Lisa Haskell 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Materials fee:        
$25 
 

This is a class especially for hands-on kids who love to create!!     Create new concoctions 
each week:  tornado in a bottle, jewel and gem “GOOP”, Java dough, crazy critters, grass 
heads, flower petal clay, garden stones, salt dough maps, juggle balls, World’s Best Bubbles, 
Make-It-Yourself stickers, “Squishy balls”, plastic dough, Kookie Creepies, Sparkle bottles, 
scratch-n-sniff paint, rainbow sand, funny putty, tropical rain sticks, Super sidewalk paint, 
Magic Muck, homemade oil paint, fruity chap stick, fantasy fossils, and more! 

Website 
Development 
 

Grades: 7-12 
Time:     3:30 
  

Instructor: Piers van der 
Merwe  

 
 
Monthly Tuition: $18 
Material Fee:       $10 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                  
This is an introductory course that will teach students how to develop professional interactive 
websites using HTML, PHP and MySQL. PHP and MySQL are standard programming tools in 
the web community and are free to download. The skills learned will enable students to 
compete in a modern computer-based world. Students will need their own laptop to bring to 
class. 

Word  Roots 
 
Grades:    5-8 
Time:     11:00 

 
Instructor:  Ginger Bethmann 

 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material Fees:      $5 

If you want to improve your child's vocabulary skills, ability to break down the meaning of new 
words, & the understanding of where many of our English words come from, this is the class to 
take.  Every other  week we learn the meaning of a new set of Greek and Latin words, prefixes 
and suffixes. We learn to recognize these roots and how they are used in our everyday English 
language. I use games and incentives to reinforce these on the other week. The students will 
retain these much better at this pace.  Lots of fun and great results. If you have a younger or 
older child that does not meet the grade requirement, that you think would benefit from this 
class, please feel free to talk to me. 
 

World Geography 
 

Grades:   9-12 
Time:       1:30 
 
  

Instructor:  Cheryl 
Blanchard 

 
Monthly Tuition:   
$15 
Material Fees:       
$15 
 

Texts: A Beka World 
Geography in Christian 
Perspective and the 
student notebook for 
Around the World in 180 
Days by Sherrie Payne. 

 
This class will meet the requirements for a high school world geography course. Traditional 
text reading and lecture will be combined with student research, presentation, and map work. 
Some work may need online access to complete. Students will learn all the basics of 
geography including using maps, globes and atlases, and reading labeling maps. Cultural 
geography will be taught, including learning about the people, language, traditions religions 
and governments of selected countries. Students will complete a world geography notebook.  
Requirements: 1 1/2 " notebook with tabbed dividers, A Beka World Geography text, Around the 
World in 180 Days student notebook, and a good world atlas, colored pencils. (I  do not 
recommend the Rand McNally Answer Atlas. ) 

World History  
 
Grades:   9-12 
Time:      11:00 
  

Instructor:  Maureen Schenk 

 
Monthly Tuition: $20 
Material Fees:      $0 
 
 

 
This class is one hour of a two hour class designed for the upper high school level student.  The 
class will begin with the Ancient Greeks and Romans and continue through World War II. The main 
areas of study will include Western Europe, India, the Middle East, Asia, and parts of Africa. 
Textbook will be chosen before the summer and students will be contacted. Workload is 3-4 hours 
per week of reading and writing. 



World Literature  
 

Grades:    9-12 
Time:       12:00 
  

Instructor:  Maureen 
Schenk 

 
 
Monthly Tuition: $25 
Material Fees:      $0 
 
 

 
This is one hour of a two hour class designed for the upper level high school student. The class will 
study the major pieces of world masterpieces and religious texts including the Old Testament and 
the Koran. The class will include one research project, multiple papers, essays, quizzes and tests. 
The average work load is 3-4 hours per week depending on reading speed and writing ability. 
Students must submit a writing sample or acquire teacher’s approval prior to registration. 

World Studies 
 

Grades:    6-8 
Time:       12:30 
 
  
 
 
 

Instructor:  Cheryl 
Blanchard 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material Fees:      $15 
 
 

 
This class will provide an in depth study of five countries /regions (per semester)of the world. 
Students will learn to use atlases and globes to locate information about the countries. We will 
learn basic geography of each country including the major landmarks and features it is known 
for. Then students will learn about the people and culture of a region- its customs, government, 
religion, holidays, etc. Focus will be on learning about a people group to prepare us to be 
witnesses for Christ to them. The third week of study in each country will provide hands on 
activities to reinforce what the students have learned such as learning a few words of the 
language, games, and tasting the food. in Students will be encouraged to write to missionaries 
from the countries we are studying. Join us as we learn more about the countries around us. A 
world atlas and three ring binder are required.(To request a particular country, please notify 
teacher prior to summer break.) 
 
Requirements: A 1" 3 ring binder and a good world atlas. Colored pencils. I will be using the 
Children's Illustrated World Atlas from www.geomatters.com. 
 

You Wouldn’t  Want 
to be a Civil War 
Soldier! 
 

      Grades:    K-3  
      Time:     12:30 
      Grades:   3-6  
      Time:      11:30 
 

Instructor:   Lisa Haskell 

 
 
Monthly Tuition:  $15 
Material fee:         $15 
 

 
Travel through time from the Civil War to present day and witness amazing moments of 
American bravery, ingenuity, trials, and conquest.  See God’s hand in the formation and “re-
formation” of one of the greatest nations on earth! Activities include:  making torn paper historic 
character collages, singing historic songs from America’s past, learning about inventions that 
changed America, playing charades and performing mini plays to review historic facts, 
construct paper mache masks, reenacting battle scenes from America’s wars, building a 
“pyramid of peace,” and learning problem-solving techniques as we cooperatively work in 
groups to outline possible solutions to some of America’s biggest issues.  We’ll hold a “living 
museum” where students will dress up as an historic character studied in class! 
 

   
 

 

 



Second Semester:  Spring 2011 
Can You Find Your 
Way Around?  
 

Grades:   4-8 
Time:     11:00 
 

Instructor: Meryl van der 
Merwe 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $15 
Material Fee:         $12 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This class will cover road maps, quad maps, using a compass, using a GPS and 
practically everything else related to knowing how to find our way about the world we 
live in. Students will work in teams to accomplish different goals like determining 
mystery destinations or finding hidden treasure. Projects will be fun but also 
challenging and students who apply themselves will learn many new skills. 

 

Economics 
 

Grades:   9-12 
Time:       10:00 
 

  
Instructor: Maureen  Schenk 

 
Monthly Tuition:   $25 
Material Fee:         $0 

 

Economics: Principles and 
Practices. The author is Gary 
Clayton; publisher is Glencoe. 

ISBN# 0-07-860693-4. 

This is a fast paced class covering microeconomics and macroeconomics with some 
emphasis on personal applications. Students will have reading and exercises weekly 
with an average workload of 5 hours. This class is designed for junior and senior level 
high school students with a strong background in math and strong reading skills. 

 
 
 


